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Dear Tenafly School Community, 
  
Greetings to all as we close out our first full week of May.  We began this week with receipt of the 
Governor’s order which closed NJ schools for the remainder of the school year and also cancelled 
the 2020 spring sports season for our student athletes. A day later, NJ public schools were 
directed to rapidly revise their remote learning plans in order to address a multitude of additional 
plan components that the state requires be accomplished and supported with evidence. These 
components range in categories, spanning from differentiation to support of specialized groups of 
learners to facilities maintenance to the submission of proposed graduation plans for the Class of 
2020.   
 
Then, on May 6th, the NJ Public Health Emergency Order was extended for 30 days as per the 
Governor.  Also known as the “Stay at Home Order” this requires us to continue with travel bans 
for any purpose other than food, pharmacy, essential needs, essential work, and exercise.  As a 
public district, we must abide by this order and cannot organize any event that goes against it 
throughout its duration which now goes through June 5th, unless specific allowances are made 
prior to this date.   
 
Our entire team of administrators has committed to collaborating daily in order to focus on matters 
that relate to the remainder of the school year.  Such topics include:  Academics, Activities and 
Events, Retrieval of Property (staff and students), Emotional and Social Supports, 2020 Summer 
Enrichment and ESY Programming, and Capital Projects.  These comprehensive collaborations 
have resulted in exciting frameworks that lay the groundwork for plans that would not only satisfy 
the current health and safety requirements, but more significantly, celebrate the work of our 
students, our staff and our schools so that we can conclude our school year with smiles and 
success!     
 
The frameworks developed thus far will continue to be built upon and detailed to ensure that what 
we share with you reflects what we are approved to do.  Our students and staff have suffered 
enough disappointment, and the last thing we wish to do is to raise hopes for something that 
cannot be done due to forces beyond our control.  For this reason, we appreciate your continued 
patience as we continue to await more direction from the state with regard to what schools 
can/cannot do given the ordered closure.   
 
That said, we continue to detail our plans in the hopes of being able to provide the following 
opportunities: 

 Staff pick-up of personal items/ materials needed for the remaining weeks of teaching and 
pack-up of classrooms  

 Return of student property that remains in our schools 
 Collection of school property from students (as/if necessary) 
 Grade 5 and Grade 8 Promotion ceremonies that continue to capture the traditions of this 

milestone 
 A THS Graduation Ceremony that gives our graduates the recognition and honor they 

deserve   
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Please continue to stay tuned to school-level information for other exciting events that celebrate 
student work and achievements.  I continue to be so impressed by the ideas of our staff and their 
willingness to go above and beyond in order to acknowledge their students’ outstanding 
commitment to learning and education despite the challenges set before them.  Thank you for 
supporting interest in the upcoming opportunities that will be presented to students that will allow 
them to share their success! 
  
Thank you for your continued support of the Tenafly Borough, be it through supporting local 
businesses or through acts of generosity.  Our THS Football Team has launched a sale of 
Tenafly-spirit face masks in order to tackle those germs that can compromise your safety!  Each 
awesome mask is $18, the proceeds of which will benefit the Tenafly Cares Program & other local 
programs giving back to frontline workers.Tenafly First Responders as well as the TenaflyCares 
fundraising effort.  Please see the flyer that was shared out or e-mail 
tenaflyfootballboosterclub@gmail.com for more information.   
 
On the matter of mask-wearing, please see the following article from The American Academy of 
Pediatrics which can help alleviate some of the anxiety that surrounds mask-wearing 
recommendations, as well as helpful information related to these recommendations, especially for 
children.  Many thanks to Maugham School Nurse, Nurse Martin, for sharing this: 
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/masks-and-
children-during-covid-19/ 
 
As we close out this 2020 Teachers’ Appreciation week, we do so with sincere gratitude for ALL of 
those educating our students.  From our teachers, to our counselors, to our nurses to our support 
staff, their valuable contributions to the students of Tenafly are truly priceless and we are so 
grateful for all they do each and every day.  We know that their work supports not only students’ 
academic growth, but their social and emotional growth as well.  The month of May is deemed 
Mental Health Awareness Month and, to foster the importance of wellness in mind and spirit, the 
Tenafly Stigma Free Committee invites you to visit the Tenafly Stigma Free Covid-19 Resource 
Guide at https://bit.ly/2Y5muoQ 
 
#BeTheLight continues tonight!  The lights of Geissinger Field will shine bright at 20:20 (8:20pm) 
for 20 minutes & 20 seconds in honor of the Class of 2020.  Additionally, those homes with 
seniors are encouraged to also participate by adding an additional light to their porch or front 
window.   
 
Please continue to take good care of yourself and one another.   To those of you facing a 
personal/family health issue or related struggle, please know that positive thoughts and wishes of 
strength, healing and full recovery are being sent to you and yours.  As always, please reach out 
to your school community for any assistance we might be able to provide.  
 
If you feel sick or believe you might have symptoms of COVID-19, PLEASE contact your 
physician by phone to be provided with next steps.  You may also utilize the services of the NJ 
Department of Health: 

 Call 2-1-1 
 Call:  1-800-962-1253 
 Text COVID to 898-211 
 Visit https://covid19.nj.gov for more information 
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We will continue to stay in communication with you and share information at the very least, 
weekly, if not as it is received.    
 
We conclude this week’s communication with Happy Mother’s Day wishes to all of Tenafly’s 
beloved moms and those serving in mother-figure roles.  May your Mother’s Day be filled with 
love, happiness and well-deserved relaxation!   
 
Stay healthy, stay well, and stay strong. 
 
Very Truly Yours, 

Shauna C. DeMarco 

Superintendent of Schools 
 

 


